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KnowandPol Newsletter – November 2010

This newsletter is to keep you up-to-date on the research we are conducting on the use of knowledge in mental health policy in Scotland. Over the past year we have finished the last two pieces of data collection for the project and have recently produced two new reports resulting from this work.  More detail and links to the full reports are included below.

Thanks for your continuing interest in the project.  

Richard Freeman, Steve Sturdy and Jen Smith-Merry

In this newsletter:

1. Recently Completed Research
1.1 Report: Recovering Mental Health in Scotland: Recovery from Social Movement to Policy Goal.
1.2 Report: Indicating Mental Health in Scotland.
2. Previous Reports
3. Mental Health Interest Group, Public Policy Network
4. Conference presentations and forthcoming publication
5. Research staff movements
6. Web links
7. Contact details
Recently Completed Research

We have recently finished two substantial reports examining the use of knowledge for mental health policy in Scotland.

Report: Recovering Mental Health in Scotland: Recovery from Social Movement to Policy Goal  

This report examined the way that recovery emerged as a policy goal within Scottish mental health policy. Drawing on interviews and documentary analysis we created a narrative of the development of recovery as a social movement.  Our study follows its impact on policy and its application in key indicators such as the Scottish Recovery Indicator or peer support.

Many thanks to all of you that took part in our research.

The full report is available by following this link: 

http://www.institute-of governance.ed.ac.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0020/56018/Scottish_Health_O2phase2_report.doc 
Report: Indicating Mental Health in Scotland.

In our most recent report we focused on tools of measurement such as surveys, indicators and targets within Scottish mental health policy. The report focuses on the utility of indicators for mental health work in Scotland and reflects on the development of a ‘Scottish way’ of using targets and indicators in public policy.

Thanks again to all those who participated in this phase of our research.

The full report is available by following this link:

http://www.institute-of-governance.ed.ac.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/56019/Scottish_Health_O3_case_study_2.doc 

Previous Reports 

Links to our other reports:

Mapping Mental Health in Scotland.

The report from the first phase of our research, which mapped the mental health policy community in Scotland, can be located at this address: http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/16978/O1_Final_Report_Scotland_health.pdf 

Consultation as Public Action: Towards a Mentally Flourishing Scotland.  

This report derives from our observation of the consultation process for Towards a Mentally Flourishing Scotland. http://www.knowandpol.eu/fileadmin/KaP/content/Scientific_reports/Orientation2/O2.PA1.Scotland_Health.FV.English_version.pdf
WHO, Mental Health and Europe.

For this stage of the project we examined how knowledge was used in the production of WHO Europe’s Declaration and Action Plans for Mental Health and the associated 2005 Ministerial Conference on mental health in Helsinki.

http://www.knowandpol.eu/fileadmin/KaP/content/Scientific_reports/Orientation3/WHO.WP11.Production.pdf 

Scotland, Mental Health and WHO.

We examined Scottish involvement in the development of the conference and documents and their impact within Scotland.

http://www.knowandpol.eu/fileadmin/KaP/content/Scientific_reports/Orientation3/WHO.WP12.Scotland.pdf 

Mental Health Interest Group, Public Policy Network 

Growing out of the work of the KnowandPol team, the Public Policy Network at the University of Edinburgh has recently launched a series of ‘critical conversations’ on mental health. 

The first of these events, ‘Can we talk about mental health and illness?’ was recently held in the University's School of Social and Political Science and was attended by over 75 participants, including policy makers working in central and local government and in health boards, professional and other practitioners, academics, carers and people with a lived experience of mental illness.
The next critical conversation is scheduled to take place on the 29th of November this year. All are welcome.

Follow this link for information about the group and its next event: http://www.publicpolicynetwork.ed.ac.uk/events/2010/the_different_experiences_of_mental_health_and_illness 
Conference presentations and forthcoming publication

Members of the KnowandPol team presented the work of the project at a number of national and international seminars and conferences throughout the year, including at the Interpretive Policy Analysis conference in Grenoble and The Eighth Bergen Workshop on the History of Health and Medicine in Norway.

Forthcoming publication:

Smith-Merry, J., R. Freeman and S. Sturdy (forthcoming) ‘Reciprocal instrumentalism: Scotland, WHO Europe, and mental health’ International Journal of Public Policy

Research Fellow moves

Jen Smith-Merry, who is research fellow on the project will be Visiting Fellow with the Menzies Centre for Health Policy at the University of Sydney until September 2011. While in Australia, Jen will be presenting seminars on our KnowandPol work and meeting with academics and policy makers involved in mental health in Australia. If you know of any individuals in Australia and New Zealand that would be interested in the work of KnowandPol then please get in contact with Jen. You can still contact her via email at j.l.smith@ed.ac.uk 

Web links

KnowandPol Scotland health team website: We maintain a website which lists all of our publications and reports and any events we have planned. http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/public_policy/research_projects/knowledge_and_policy/ 

KnowandPol website This website has information on all aspects of the European-wide KNOWandPOL project including research reports from the other research sites. http://www.knowandpol.eu/ 

---------------

Contact details

For any further information on our research please contact the research officer for this project:

Dr Jen Smith-Merry, 

KnowandPol Research Officer.

email: j.l.smith@ed.ac.uk 
---------------

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you feel may be interested in our research.
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